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The Boys in Green &
back with a bang!
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the first time in almost 7 years.

Despite not getting theresults that they
longed for, a great deal of pride has be
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represented meticulously by one of tt
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European competition. The couragec
performances produced by Irelaral all 4 of

their CEV  European  Champions
qualification  round  matches  wer
incredible, up against vastly mo

experienced teams containing seprio and
professional players from all across Eurog

In particular, Ireland almost shocki
Andorrain the 2nd set against them (226)
after building a Epoint lead, while they
were beaten at the death by the Far
Islands 1315 in the tiebreak of the epic las
match, a gutting but extremely prot
ending to this Irish team's venture.

Such was theoride in the performances ir
fact that it stole theadmiration of all vio
saw what the Iristproduced, includinghe
CEV andAndorran event organisers,the
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returned home as heroes having proudly represented
Ireland in a CEV Senior European Championships event for
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spectators, and even
the opponentswho all acknowledged an
celebrated afterwards the fact that Irelar
is back ad ready to compete once agai
something that stood and will foreve
stand with every one of the lads th
represented Ireland at this event.

Head Coach Laurent Cauet gave
BigBlock his account of the evendt:L
remarkable what we achieved because
never let go in any match, even if we wi
against much stronger opponents, so |
full experience was posite, both on anc
off the court.

From the moment we left Dublin airport
the moment we returned, the behaviol
discipline and professionalisof the Irish
team was exemplary, while everyba
enjoyed themselves thoroughly. The ¢
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take the win we deserved and let ¢
against the Faroe Islands, a goal we
0odzi RARY QG | OKAS®@S

lOCK

Our first game against 8ttand was really
anticipated because of the Celtic riva
between the sides. | honestly feared
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panic and stuck with our goal to reach
points in each set. This helpads to
comeback in the game, and in fact helg
us to an 1110 lead in the 2nd set, a ki
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acceptable to say that the best side wor
0, but it was a positive start for Ireland.

Our goal in the 2nd game against Ando
was to try and upset the odds by nickin
set or two. We almost did this in the 2
set of this match as we were 26 ahead
2SS 1yS¢ 4G GKAa afd
were worried and losing confidence
their volleyball. But even while we we
first to reach set point at 24, we we
already losing our rhythm and consisten
being a young and inexperienced side, .
lacked the killer instinct for a winnir
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spike. Andorra eventually caught us at:
24 and the momentum was firglin their
hands to finistoff.

Despite losing 3, it was another ste|
forward in our tournament, as well ¢
inspiring the lads in giving them eve
confidence in the world as to what th
could do to Cyprus later in the day.

| explained to the players afterwards tr
even ifCyprus were the best side of t
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and be on our knees in awe of the
Instead we decided to play a huge mii
game that startel from as early as th
warm-up.

The great thing about this game is that \
managed to play 3ets with a differen
starting-6 in each set, while everyone h
a part to play, playing at least one full <
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matter who was playing, we always scot
at least 12 points in each set, and witf
bigger belief we cald even have matclik
Cyprus closer to the 20 mark.
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| We had a good start to the tiereak,

Another 03 loss, but anothe
positive experience for the tea
in terms of the fight we gave 1
the Cypriots. If anyone earn
respect from this match, it we
us.

The last game against the Faroe Islal
was our biggest goal for the tournamel
Since wake, we realised that this was
best chance to win at the event becat
even if our opponents had a betl
volleyball tradition than us, they still h¢
more weaknesses than the previous th
teams thatwe played, so we could targ
andplan-L 1{ySé6 6SQR 0o
of the game

We had a fantastic start and led from tl
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had kicked imicely It was a masterpiec
performance in the 1st set from us whi
we g2y @ | yF2NIdzy | G
YSOSNI 6SSy Ay | ¢
manage to keep the Faroes away fron
comeback as they had a strong reactior
the 2nd set, to which we were unable

answer, even after a lot of substitutions.

We decided tetart the 3rd set with a ne\
six and in changing the atmosphere,
worked; we led right throughout to th
end. The 4th set was the biggest reg
however as we were unable to find t
energy and concentration levels to put 1
game away, whildeam unitytook a set
back alsoWe made a few substitutions
rest some of our key players in order
prepare for an inevitable tibreak.

leading 84 at the changef-sides. At thit
stage, | really thought we were going
win_thi B

match, Bu Ick in O
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Faroes upped the gears from here, scol
points in succession. | used one tiow to
try and organise our comeback, and
managed to get back at them, but tt
Faroes reacheti4 and matckpoint first.

| called another time out at this stag
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played up to this point. We managed
get to 13 afterwards, however in tr
following rally, we failed to think and a
properly under pressure dnlost the last
ball ourselves, giving the victory to t
Faroes. We were hugely disappoin
losing the match this way, but even frc
the score line, one can tell that we ¢
extremely well, giving everything we he
All of this experience will help ouoyng
team translate our quality into victorie
very soon.

I would like to express my deepest resy
to all the players who worthily represent
Ireland on and off the court. It was
fantastic team performance and my fellc
staff members involved were tianding
also. We would like to dedicate o

tournament to everyone who supported
and got behind us over the last fe
months, helping to put Ireland back on t
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